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Chemistry had a long road to travel between the times of Boyle and
Lavoisier, and at times went astray. This was particularly the case in
the study of combustion, in which after a good start with Boyle, Hooke,
and Mayow, a false turn was taken with the so-called phlogiston theory.
It was the establishment of the true theory of combustion by Lavoisier,
and the discovery of the composition of water by Cavendish, which laid
the foundations of modern chemistry. These two aspects of the subject
will be taken up in the chapters which follow.